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COUNT ISLAMENSKOI 

Is the brother of the late CoDot, who commanded tJie 
Knssian army during a part of the campaign of 1807. 
The present Count distingnished himself by the defence 
of the forts of Dantzick, against the French. He was 
rewarded with the rank of lieutenant-general, in 1808, 
and was employed in Finland, where he displayed ^reat 
intrepidity and military talents. For bis success in 
Finland he was raised to the rank of general of infantry. 
In 1810 he enhanced his reputation by the defeat of the 
Turks in Moldavia; but in 1812 he was less fortunate, ao 
army which had been entrusted to him being beaten by 
the French at Produbue, on the 12th of August. Count 
Kamenskoi does not appear to have held a command in 
the subsequent campaigns. 



NICOLAI MICHAELOVICH KARAMSIN 

Is one of the most celebrated of the Russian vrntpn. 
He was bom in the province of Limbersk, on the 1st of 
December, 1765, and received the rudiments of his edu- 
cation under Professor Scheden, of Moscow, from whose 
care he was removed to the University of that city. He ' 
travelled through central Europe between 1789 and 1791 ; 
and in 1791 and 1801, he published his Letters of a 
Russian traveller, which have been translated into 
English. Vfhttn a young writer, he copied the manner of 
Sterne, and consequently acquired a faulty style. This 
error, however, he has since corrected. On his retnm 
from his travels he settled at Moscow; and, in 1805, he 
was appointed the imperial historiographer. His great 
work is his ** History of Russia," which has been trans- 
lated into several languages. The list of bis other works 
is numerons. In 1804, a complete edition of t^em was 
published in eight volumes. Mr. Bowring has inserted 
in the Russian Anthology several animated versions from 
Karamsin*s poems. 

CAPTAIN HENRY KATER, 

An officer in the army, and a man of very great sci- 
entific knowledge ; is one of those who have been em- 
ployed by the government in the great trigonometrical 
operations which have, for some years, been carrying on 
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Id England and Scotland. He is the author of a va« 
jriety of excellent papers, among which are, '' An Account 
of Experiments for determining the length of a Pendulon 
Vibrating Seconds in the Latitude of London ;" *' De- 
scription of a New Compensation Pendulum;" **l>e- 
scription of a very Sensible Hygrometer;'* '*On the 
Xightof the Cassegraiuian Telescope, compared with that 
of the Gregorian ;" and *^ An improved Method of di- 
viding Astronomical Circles." 



M. KAUFFMAN. 

This gentleman, an eminent musician of Dresden, ia 
no less celebrated for his mechanical than for his ninsical 
talents. He has invented three instrnmeuts, which bear 
the names of the Belloneon, the Cordaulodion, and the 
Harmonichord. These were exhibited at Paris, a few 
years ago, and were exceedingly admired by the ama- 
teurs of that capital. 

EDMUND KEAN, ESQ. 

Thbrb are few actors, perhaps not any, who bare 
been so long accustomed to the stage as this gentleman; 
few who have experienced more of its vicissitudes than 
lie has. From his infancy he has, in troth, been ^ev»ted 
to the theatre. Mr. Kean is the son of Aaron Keaii, 
whom some describe as a builder, and others as a tailor, 
and of a daughter of Geor|[e Saville Carey. He was 
born in November, 1787, in Castle-street, Xjeicester- 
scjuare. No sooner was he able to walk than he was 
placed at Drury-Lane theatre, to act in the subordinate 
parts of pantomime, and, to qualify him for this porpoae, 
he was committed to a celebrated posture-master, who 
soon gave to his frame an unnatural flexibility. When 
the infant Kean was only two years old he was brought 
forward as Cupid, in *^ Cymon.'* As might liave been ex- 
pected, from the several operations which he had under- 
sone, his health was injured, and his limbs were so fright- 
rally distorted, that he was chosen to fill the character of 
a Devil in a Christmas Pantomime. By the kindness, 
however, of some of the actors, surgical assistance waa 
procuted for him. His limbs were supported by iroiu, 
and by the iime he attained his fifth year he Itegan to 
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outgrow his bodily defects. He continued at the theatre 
till he was seven years old, when a Indicroas accident, 
which happened while he wa.H peribrming one of the 
** black spirits and white,** in Macbeth, occasioned him 
to be dismissed from the theatre. He was then sent to s 
school in Orange Conrt, bat he soon grew tired of tasks, 
and intrcated his mother to send him to sea. As she was 
averse from complying with his scheme, he stole awa^, 
and entered himself as cabin boy on*board of a ship 
which was bound to Madeira. With the ship he soon 
grew more disgusted than he had been with the school, 
and accordingly he set his wits to work to contrive the 
means of escaping. Taking advantage of a cold, he 
feigned lameness and utter deafness, and he enacted his 
part with suck skill and perseverance as to obtain belief ; 
m consequence of which, after having been two months in 
the hospital, he was sent home. On his return home, his 
mother was absent in the country, no one knew where, 
and he was without money or friends. At length he 
found out the residence ot his uncle, and there he met 
Miss Tidswell, who thenceforth treated him with almost 
maternal kindness, and let slip no opportunity of contri- 
buting to his welfare. 

At one period, after his return to London, he formed 
one of Saunders's company, and seemed to liave no am- 
bition beyond that of acting the droll in a booth. It 
was the applause which he gained, at Sadler's Wells, by 
the reciting of Rolla's address to the Peruvians, whicb 
first inspires him with the wish and the hope of becoming 
a regular actor, and from that time he diligently applied 
liimMlf to dramatic studies. Miss Tidswell encouraged 
fiira, and gave him a letter to the manager of a small 
tbeftre in Yorkshire. At that theatre he acted Hamlet, 
Cato, and Lord Hastings, with much applause, when be 
was only in his thirteenth year. He was still more for- 
tunate at Windsor, where he excited the admiration of 
royalty, by his recitation of Satan*s Address to the Sun, 
and the first soliloquy of Richard III., and gaUied the 
more beneficial patronage of Dr. Dmry, who, it^is said> 
sent him to Eton school for three years. During those 
three years he is declared to have made an astonisluiiK 
progress in his classical studies. 

When he was sixteen he returned to the stage, «nder 
bis old name of Carey, and for several years enidnred all 
the bmrdshipt to which an itinerant actor is exposed* 



